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on popular vote by counties from Scribner’s Statistical Atlas 
(156–157) Schulten had already included.

Despite its fantastic content, this volume is marred by the 
typography and the page layout. Although the unidenti-
fied sans-serif type is very pleasing, the 10-point (or small-
er) font size used throughout is very hard to read and is 
a definite challenge for anyone’s eyesight. As well, the 
text-image proportions on any given page can vary con-
siderably. Where some pages are packed with text, oth-
ers are left with large, awkward, empty spaces—not un-
like the blank areas found on many maps from the Age 
of Exploration! Of course, there is no need to fill these 
gaps with sea monsters, but the space could definitely have 
been used to add more map details, cartouches, symbols, 
or curiosities. Another problem, common to many other 
books with large illustrations, is that the maps are not ad-
justed to the page size. Frequently, the images are printed 
over the inside margin and across the gutter so that map 
details are lost in the crease, and the maps appear chopped 
or truncated, thus considerably spoiling the visual expe-
rience. For her 2012 book, Mapping the Nation, Schulten 
offered zoomable, high-resolution copies of all maps on a 
companion website, mappingthenation.com. Readers of A 
History of America in 100 Maps, however, only have access 
to 15 map thumbnails on the publisher’s promotion page, 
america100maps.com.

In summary, Schulten does exactly what she promises at 
the beginning of her book: provide a visual tour through 
American history, supported by maps. History, in this 
case, is not written with a capital H, but is instead con-
ceived as a collection of individual stories, with each map 
having its own to tell. Reading A History of America in 
100 Maps is certainly a nice way to learn about the United 
States of America’s past and the fascinating parts map-
making has played in that history.
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GIS Tutorial for Crime Analysis is a workbook designed for 
use by police forces interested in leveraging the power of 
GIS in various aspects of their work. Through the use of 
such tools, police organizations can turn raw data into use-
ful information products, mapping incident reports, crime 
statistics, and modeled prediction scenarios. Analysis of 
the locations where crimes have occurred, and where con-
tributing conditions and phenomena intersect, can lead to 
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more accurate predictions of developing or future crime 
patterns. This in turn can assist in planning for resource 
allocation—allowing police forces to move their officers 
from lower crime areas to places they may be more ur-
gently needed. GIS can also be used as a community out-
reach tool for showing the public what their police forces 
are doing, and helping educate both neighborhood watch 
committees and individual citizens about what they can 
do to help protect themselves.

The book is geared toward the GIS beginner, but read-
ers will still f ind having some GIS background very 
helpful. Most chapters feature two or three thematic 
scenarios followed by two or more Tutorials and a cou-
ple of Assignments each. The tutorials give step-by-step 
explanations for each of the scenarios covered, and also 
provide examples of the sort of results one should expect 
when performing, say, an attribute query. The assignments 
present similar tasks in a more “your turn now” manner, 
without the hand-holding. If the book were to be used as 
a classroom text, these assignments could easily become 
homework tasks to be handed in for grading. As with any 
other GIS book or tutorial, it is always best to complete all 
the steps in order.

The numerous maps and diagrams throughout the book 
are very helpful—especially for an individual without a 
GIS background—and can be used as a measuring stick 

that allows the reader to confirm that they are correctly 
completing and understanding the steps.

GIS Tutorial for Crime Analysis shows several ways that 
GIS can be applicable to police work. It introduces the ba-
sics of GIS to the neophyte, and is a great review for the 
GIS student going into the law enforcement field. I was 
taking my first course in GIS at the same time I was re-
viewing this book, and for the most part I had no problems 
or difficulties following it. I found each of the scenarios 
very interesting. I did find it a little disappointing, how-
ever, that in working through the Chapter 7 “Geocoding 
crime incident data” exercises, ArcMap would crash at 
various points—during both the Tutorial and Assignment 
segments. I retried the steps several times, and the same 
crashes would happen again and again. Some advanced 
GIS students in my school have since told me that they 
experience the same or similar problems with ArcMap 
in their coursework. It is not clear if this is a bug in the 
ArcMap program, or if the problem is in the tutorial, but 
either way, it disrupts the learning process.

Software problems aside, GIS Tutorial for Crime Analysis, 
Second Edition is a useful and usable resource for anyone 
interested in using GIS for crime analysis and police work. 
It explains the what and the why, and shows the how, of 
building a crime-analysis system, and it does so from the 
ground up for a reader with minimal pre-existing GIS 
skills.
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A Directory of Cartographic Inventors provides biographi-
cal information about the cartographic patentees featured 
in Mark Monmonier’s recently published Patents and 
Cartographic Inventions: A New Perspective for Map History 
(reviewed last year in Cartographic Perspectives 90). The 

Directory is a resource that brings together and preserves 
much of the biographical research that underpinned, but 
did not make it into, Patents and Cartographic Inventions.

Where Patents and Cartographic Inventions is orga-
nized thematically around the inventions, A Directory of 
Cartographic Inventors is a straight-up reference book with 
31 biographies in alphabetical order. All but two of the 
patentees featured in the Directory’s main section appear 
in Patents and Cartographic Inventions, as do all but three 
of the twenty-four additional inventors more briefly dis-
cussed at the back of the book.

The Directory covers a roughly two-hundred-year period 
between 1789 and 1995, from the birth of Silas Cornell 
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