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BOOK REVIEW 

Pictoria l Maps 
Nigel I lolml' ..... \k"" 'i ork\\'ahon­
Cuptill Publication-., l'.)l)I. 192 pp, 
n1.1p ..... $39.lJt) hardCO\'L'L 
(!SB!\ 0-821(1--lO 13-t)). 

R£'L 'lt'il't'd /111 Cluir/c~ />. R11dcr 
Oepart111mt of C1•oo..;mplr_11 
M id11s1111 Stt7t1· u 11 i1•t·r-i tt1 

In hi.., third book lln intormation 
gr,1phic...,, T1111c mag,vinl'''- gr,1ph­
ic..., director, \iigel 1-folnw-., L'\­
plore-. pictorial m,1p-.. Pictorial 
1n.1 p:-., Ii kl' thl'ma tic m,1 p:-., prl'Sl'nt 
cl :-.pl'cific ml'-...,age, htl\\'L'n.>r, 
pictorial m,1p-. usu,111: rl'I~· on 
pictori,11 :.-.ymbol-, to highlight thl'ir 
ml's:-.agl'. Thi.., c,1tl'gory of maps i:-. 
l'\.CL'ption,111\- loo:-.e and indudl':-. 
mcip:-. u .... cd in ad\·erti:-.enwnt:-., 
postc,ird:-., tran.>l and nL'\\'" maga­
/ine:-., ,ind tlw high Mt of Jo V1ora, 
Richard F(k-. I larri-.on , Robert 
Chapin, ,rnd En,·in Rili:-./. In many 
\\'ays, the...,l' map:-. L'...,cc1pL' the 
tradition.ii pl,1niml'tric f1,1tl,1nd of 
com'L'ntion,1 I cartography. 

ThL' book i..., bold, glo..,..,y, and 
colorful ,,·ith O\"l'r 23ll l'\.,1mple-. 
th.'.lt l'\cite thl' e\"l' and tickll' thL' 
imagin,1tinn. The reproduction:-. 
Ml' quitl' good and illu:.tratl' well 
the thl'l1ll''- about \\"hich Holmes 
\\"rite:.-.. Bee a u:.l' they arc fun, 
pictorial m,1p:. .ire,, genre that has 
recei\'ed relati,·eh · little ,1ttention 
in Lartogrclphic literaturL'. B:· 
concentrating Lln thl''-L' mc1p..,, 
Holme::-. h,1.., prnduced an imagina­
tin.> and fun L'\amin,1tion. 

Pictorial m,1p::-. .ire introduced 
and contra-.ted to ,1tla.., (rdL're1ice) 
map:-. in thl' fir:-.t chapter. In thi'> 
ch,1pt<:r, I lnlmL'" ,11 .... 0 outlim·..., hi-. 
hope.., for tht.• book. Hl'lping 
professional..., avoid "run-of-thc­
mill lociltl)rs" (p. 15), rekindling an 

intere<>t in geography, and prm·id­
ing ,·iewing enjoyment for othl'r-. 
tlrl' his goals. I le concludes \".'ith cl 
-.ummclry of why we find mclp:-. 
interl'..,ting and discusse'> the 
cclrtographic license that we allow 
con\'cntional maps. 

Chapter two prc..,ents an 
une\'cn and idiosvncratic history . . 
of cartogr,1phy that brietl~· CO\'L'r" 
thl' period frnm thl' clay tablet 
mc1p:-. nt G.vur (23l)l) B.C.) to the 
,,·ork::-. of MerCcltor (I =i69 A.D.>. 
The author then IL'aps 350 years to 
thl' 20th century; he acknowledges 
this leap, but offer.., no explanation 
for it. Despite the gaps and the 
broad bru..,h .... troke .... , I lolmcs 
identifiL'" some impnrt,rnt theme.., 
,rnd question.., in the histmy of 
c.irtogr,1phy (that al .... o help to 
prove hi::-. point that pictorial 
"! mbol.., Me often mnrc than 
trinilou..., decoration), e.g., \Vilma 
George'-. thl'sis th.it maybe el­
L'phants did "occup)' land \\"here 
there were no towns" rclther than 
pnn·ide cartogrc1phic filler for the 
"pe:.ky blank space-." (p. 23) 
clSSUml'd to bt..' tl'rra incognita . 
Other tupics include the work of 
Em tosthcne...,, Ptolem1 and three 
world \'il'\\'S from the middle clgcc,: 
thL' red iscoverv ol Ptolemy, 
portolan chart..., and thc mcdiev,11 
mapp,1cmundi. I lc introduces the 
20th centurv with" disrn<>sion of 
Jo \1nra '<> pictorial maps. 

In the third and tourth chapter..,, 
Holmes pre-,ents m<lps of America 
and the \\"Orld and di..,cussei.; the 
iconography of the::-.e imagec.,. 
While many l'\clmples in the..,e 
chapter::-. are drawn from ad,·ertise­
ments that use the shape of the 
Lnitcd Statei.; or world to aid in 
making a puint about cl product , 
<>ome interec.,ting pictnricll map.-., 
...,uch ,1s Anna Walker's bas-relief 
maps and illustrclted maps cire also 
included in these ch,1pteri.;. In 
,1ddition, l'\amples of city maps 
th.it (ontain -.ome of the best 
per-.pecti\"(• imnges of ew York, 
such as Constnntinc Anderson's 
midtown Manhattan, are rcpre-

scntcd. In the captions, HLllmcs 
illuminnte.., the inno,·ative tech­
niques used in the construction of 
these l'\amples, e.g., the widening 
of the strecb in Anderson's map 
(p. 77). \fops of foreign cities are 
drn,,·n from Co11dt' Na~t Tm,•cla 
and historical wmks. A variety ot 
postcard mclps clre displayed in 
both chapter ..... 

:\cw.., maps are the subject for 
chapter fi,·c. War, elections, cind 
weather are the mcljor tlwmes. 
unfortunately, war has been a 
major ne\\'S i tcm for the better pcl rt 
ol thi:. century, ,1nd this theme 
domin,1te .... the chapter. Holmes' 
O\\"n wnrk on recent conflicts- the 
F,1 lklands \Var, Grenada, and the 
Pcrsinn Gulf War, and Robert 
Chapin'._, \\"Ork for fi111c during 
World W,1r II are repre:-.ented. 
Election.., Ml' con:red briefly, but 
the main purpo..,e of this '>ection is 
to rebut Tufte's comment that 
c1nbcllished graphics arc chart­
junk. I lolme.., retort..,, "Call it tffl'r­
dccorated chart-junk if you will, 
but watch your readers disclppear 
,1..., you preach from an i\·ory 
tower.'' (p. 130). I lolmes clp­
proache:. the graphic::-. from the 
pcrspccti,·c of business, clnd in this 
realm <>tyle and present<ltion are 
often emphasized over content. 
Weather mclps, ,,..., illustrated by 
US/\ T(lday':. map, are discussed in 
relation to the problem!:> o f cl\'clil­
able d,1ta. Herc, HolmL'S questions 
W u rman's suggestion of using a 
comparc1ti\'e comfort inde\. ra ther 
than rcl\\' weather data beccluse the 
inde\ relies on the cl\'ailabilitv of 
good data. This section ends with 
image::-. of weather from satellites 
and cnmputer simu lations. 

"Doing it" i'> thl' topic of the 
.... ixth chaptl'r. Projections, relief, 
symbols, computers, scale, and 
distortion ,1re covered. The 
problems of projecting a spherical 
object on to a plane and the mcljor 
cla...,...,e..., oi projection.., are exam­
inl'd. I le includes the debate O\'Cr 
the appropriateness of particular 
projections, e.g., Mercator's, Gall-
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Peter".,, and Robin..,on''i. A re\'iew 
of relief repn.".,entation discusses 
mount<1in drawing, hillocks, 
hachure..,, contours, ..,hading, and 
the role of L''-aggL'ration in rcpre­
::.cnting land fornb. A section on 
s~·mbob offer-, cld \'iCe on choosing 
and dc-,igning pictorial symbols. 
Tlw computer'.., role in re\·olution­
izing map production is e'\amined 
with an l'VL' lov\',ud both the 
benefits and the horrors of the 
tl'chnolog~·· Vehicle navigation 
SVStem:, cl11d -,ciL'nlifiC \·isuaJization 
arc tacked on as turther expan­
sions of computer technology. 
Sc,1lc is apprn,iched in a \'ery 
pradical manner; the goal is to 
make the -,L,1]L' Of cl problem 
comprehen..,iblc b: placing the 
information in the context of 
.:;omething known. Finally, 
dbtortions, such a.., c,1 rtograms, are 
discussed ,1.., nw,11i:-. of altering 
views of infurm,1tiun. 

The sc\·enth ch,1ptcr concludes 
I lolmcs' ex,1min,1tion of pictorial 
map:- with metaphor::., directions 
for friend..,, ,1nd Cclrtogr,1phic jokes. 
The C.ern·m,1nder ,rnd other satiric 
111,1ps Ml' ex,1mp]c<; of metaphori­
c,11 maps. Directions for friends 
arc e'-1..>mplified by ::-ketch maps, 
and c,1rtogr,1phic jokes are covered 
by '-t'\·ernl joke postcclrd maps and 
cartoon..,. 1\ list oi map sources, a 
partial bibliogr,1phy, map credits, 
and clll indL''\ Complete the book. 

HolmL'S wrik-; in cl com·ersa­
tiona I sty le and covers topics 
broadly. \lost people would find 
his book e,1..,\' to read and infor­
mati\'L'. Tlw bro,1d brush strokes 
may disturb trained cartographers, 
and irom an ,1cademic perspecti\·e 
this book \\ould be eas\· to criticize 
for lack of ..,ubst,rnce and detail. 
T krn·e\'L·r, 1 lolnws accomplishes 
his goals, and he makes no pre­
tense t1i academic rigor. Simply, 
he takes cl fun look at fun maps. 
The bouk's main value lies in its 
c:-.amplcs cllld in I lolmes' discus­
">ion of pidmial map design. The 
book i.., nw,rnt lo be looked at and 
here lies its appeal. lt i-; copiously 

illustrated in color and gi\·es one a 
great deal to explore. To fit the 
number of illustrations in this 
book, they are often small; hO\v­
en~r, as examples of the themes, 
the m,1ps arc \\'ell chosen and are 
large enough to illustrate the point. 

Few, if any, books are perfect. 
Other than a few typographic 
errors ,1nd two instances of mis­
placed graphics, the only concep­
tual error is cl bungled description 
of Kitiro Tanak<i's illuminated 
contour method (p. 151). Tanaka's 
( l 950) method does not employ 
hachurcs between the contours, 
but instead uses a medium back­
ground with light and dark 
contours of '-Vstematicallv \'aried . . 
width to represent, respectively, 
the lighted ,ind ..,haded sides of the 
land -;urfoce. The remainder of his 
discussion of this method is 
accurate. These arc minor defi­
ciencies and do not significantly 
detract from the book's impact. 

The subject, pictorial maps, 
overlaps slightly with se\'eral 
other books; e.g., Monmonier's 
1\ll11ps Il'ilh the Nc<c~, Tufte's books 
The Vis1111/ Dbplo!t of Q11n11titnti7.'e 
/ /1 forn111t ion and Em·i~io11 i11g I 11fL1r-
11111t io11, and \Yunnan's lnfor11111tio11 
A11xicty; however, these are 
different boob written with 
different purposes in mind. This is 
the only book that examines a \'cry 
different genre of cartographic 
material and is therefore one of the 
few sources that sees the role of 
maps in a broader context of 
commercial art and design. This 
book shun-, typically sterile 
approaches taken tm,·ard maps, 
cllld the book in its own right is not 
meant to be t,1 ken entirely seri­
ously. It h,1:, much to offer visually 
and would be a good source of 
inspir,1tion for cartographers and 
information graphics artists, for a 
cartographic design class, or for 
anyone with an interest in maps. 
Piclorio/ Map~ is a book to be 
looked ell, and in looking, we 
might learn to escape the flatland 
ot conventional cartography. 
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ATLAS REVIEW 

T/Je New Stnte of tlie World Atlas, 
4t/J cditio11 
Michael Kidron and Ronald Segal, 
London: Simon and Schuster, 1991. 
159 pp, maps. $15.00 paper. 
(ISBl\:0-671-7-Ei-565) 

Rn •iem 'd ht Ellc11 R. W71ite 
Ocp11rt111c11 t of Gcogrn~1hy 

Miclrig1111 Sto ll' U11ivl'rsity 

This edition updates and revises a 
volume first published by Pan 
Books in 1981. As in previous 
editions, the atlas shows that while 
much has changed in the world, 
much remains the same. 

The atlas is composed of 50 
world maps (including 12 
cartograms) divided into the 
following sections- The Scene, 
Economy, Society, Go\·ernment, 
Holds on the Mind, Business, 
L1bour, Arms and the State, and 
Environment. Each map occupies 
a two page spread and frequently 
contains a smaller world map 
and / or a graphic on a related 
topic. lnsets are included where 
appropriate and generally cover 
the areas of Europe or the Middle 
East. All of the map topics relate 
to current issues, e.g., population 
growth, iood production and 
d istri bu ti on, health and disease, 
glwcrnment influence, interna­
tional corporations, or military 
presence. A set of explanatory 
notes discus:o.cs each map in terms 
of the data used to create it, 
sources, reliability, and brief 
remark.., on interpreting what is 
shown. A table of basic data for 
each country is also included. 


