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ATL \S ... upport<- a ,,·ide r,1nge 
of input and output de,·ices, ilnd if 
a user ncL•d.., ,1 tll'\\' one, StrategJC 
l\ lapping '' i II ..,L'nd one for free. 
Support ni 'tlrl\)U.., ... patial data 
format<- i ... gllllli once the user has 
purcha..,L'd ,\Tl ,\c; lmport /bpmt 
for $..+9c:;, hmn•\ L'r, a user must 
stick to cl (0llll11011 spc1tial data 
format (DXF, Ftak, TTGER, DJME, 
and comm,1or1,1b-delimited ASCII 
files), becau..,L' Str,1tegic \tapping 
use~ a prntl'ctl'd file format, for 
which the u..,L'r does not han• 
acces .... Support of attribute dat,1 
format ... i ... L''l.Ccllent, gine>n that 
ATLAS mlL'rf,Kc.., with 0-Base
compatibk dat,1basc ... and the new 
\·ersion._, 1111pl1rt cllld C'l.port to 
<>pread ... hL'L'h. 

\tap de..,1gn fll''l.ibil1ty is quill' 
good. Fi1w-... Lreen ..,hading pat
terns are cl\'clil,1bk•, clS well clS cl 

\Nidc range of point and line 
symbol'i. There is complete 
control of m,1p ekments, such a'i 
the map, in..,l't, kgend-., lettering, 
and cartographic orientation. 

A fin,11 critiu..,m i.., that ATLAS 
does not alwa\..., u ... e ... tandard 
cartographic tL'rminology. What 
cartograplwr ... know as point
symbol mapping will be called 
"PIN" mapping. Idiomatic, or 
user-defitwd choroplcth cla-,,sifica
tion method-. clrL' called "discon
tinuous" and "continuous." This 
is a mi..,nomcr, ... ince cl requirement 
of choropll'lh maps b that data be 
discrete. "Quantiks," for the case 
of equal number<; of data value:, in 
a class, 1<; odd termmology \Vhcn 
there are not five clas-,,cs. Other 
terminologv could also be more 
standardi/ed, like area or polygon 
instead ot "region." This is not just 
a problem for ATLAS, though; 
consider that a line segment can be 
called cl \'L'Ctor, elf(, line, -.egment, 
string, chain, or one-cell. 
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interview 

Tlic follcm·i11s i11tcn·ic1c 'l('it/i M11/co/11J 
Sm111~fti11, of Sm111,ttJ11 P11/1/isili11s, 
the dcsl'\11<'1'' 1111d 11rod11ccr5 of tile 
State of the World At/115 m15 co11-
d11ctcd i11 Fd1r1111n1of1992 Iii; 
Andreu·{. Sk111111·r ot the U11i1·cr;;ity of 
Oa/111. U /\.. ,-1 rn•icil' tl/ tile four fir 
ed1tio11 of Tire S1t1t,· ,,f tile World At/11.; 
appear' 111 t/1i' ;..,,11, of Cartogrnpltic 
Perspecti<•cs ( 1111st'.., 2 I 22J. 

MALCOLM SWAl\oSTON AND 
THE STATf. Of THE WORLD 
ATLAS: 
PGTTI'\fG DERBY ON THE '.\1.AP 

/Jy A11drcrl' /. Sk111111·r 
Der/Jyslrm· Collt'SC of I t1silcr Ed11m
tio11 (11ml' till' L/11i1'1'rsily of Dcrliy> 
UK 

In 1981 \ltd1,wl 1'.idron and 
Ronald Scg,11, Ill cN-.ociation \\ith 
Pluto Pres-. in I ondon, published 
the State of flit' I \'orld At/a,, a 
political atla'i that 111 its own words 
tried to be "truh intl'rnational, not 
only in showmg the world wide 
incidence tlt thi ... or that condition 
or e\'ent, but Ill a-.-.ociating that 
incidence with an underlying 
structure." Fd1tonilll\ it ·was 
unusual in Inking a political stance 
("It is our contention thnt the 
dcstructi Ve cbpl.'Cts of the State 
have come crucially to exceed the 
constructi,·e ones"). Grnphicnlly it 
wa<> dramc1tic, u-.ing ... aturnted 
colors and bold ... \.mbob on a 
standardi/ed pro1ection (Winkels 
Tripel), mi'l.ed with cartograms 
and graphics. 

Contemporarv reviews were 
mi'l.ed. Oa\·id Fairbairn in the 
/tl/lmal tlf tl1t Hnli-.lr C11rtogmpliit 
Socict.11 (191'1) de ... Lnbe ... it as "a 
refreshing ch,111gl' from com·en
tional atlases," but complains that 
" ... cartographL•rs were not chosen 
to meet the chci ll enge of mapping 

such di,·er-.e nnd intricate data. It 
is only by attempting important 
projects such ,1-. this that cartogra
phers will be c1bk to convince the 
public of their incrL•asing useful
ness in recording till' changing 
world scene." Rl1bin Kinross in 
the lnformati1ll1 l)c.;is11 /011rml 
(1982) praises thL' "\'ast amount of 
relevant information" but is more 
critical of the graphic presentation 
(nlthough he dL'<..cribe<.. the 
cartogram ... ilS "thL' mlbt interest
ing and potentiall~ L'ffecti,·e 
graphic e\perinwnt ... a -.implifica
tion of the form of L'ach state into 
an abstract rectilineclr shnpe"). 

I ha,·e alway" bL•en impressed 
by the look of thL' atla..,, and 
colleagues who U<..L' 1t ha\'t~ very 
fonHable opirnon .... It has been 
well recei\·ed bv tlw mc1rket, and it 
has been intl'rL•..,tmg lo watch the 
publishers develop the theme into 
a number of companion ntlases 
(also to see thl' number of imita
tions that h,1,·e appL'ared on the 
-.cene). 

It -.eemed to catch the carto
graphic world b\ 'iurprise, not 
lca-.t becau ... e till' dL•sign ilnd 
production Wa'i done by cl small 
and \'irtually unknown company 
with no cartographiL 'track 
record.' The companv wns called 
Swanston and A ...... ociates, and was 
based in the Briti..,h city of Derby 
(pronounced Oor/1yJ, which has a 
strong printing industry but no 
traditiona l cartographic links. 

In February of 1992 \1alcolm 
Swanston agreed to talk to me 
about the origin.., of the State o_f tile 
\Vorld At/a<. and ... ub..,equent 
publications. 

I fir::.t visited Swanston and 
Associates (now Swanston Pub
lishing) in the ea riv eighties when 
they occupied a number of small 
rooms in an old CL'orgian building 
111 the center of OL'rb\. It seemed 
remarkable to nw at the time that 
such a notable publication had 
such humble beginnings. Now 
they arc in more <ipacious accom
modation hnlf a mile away, and as 
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with so many simi lar e<;tablish
menb the dr,1wing boards have 
bccn replaced lw microcomputer'>. 

\1alcolm S\, ,m..,ton admib thcll 
'>L'tting up in t lw pnwinces gaH' 
him some ple.i-,ure. He trained .it 
the Derby School ol Art, and then 
\\'ent into Mh L'rtio.;ing in 

ottingham, l ondon ,rnd Brighton 
bl'fure returning to Derby to \\'Ori-
with the drawing office o f Roll-, 
Royce (Aero I ng111L'..,). About I 'i 
vear<; ago he detilkd to set up hi-, 
o\\'n busine..,..,. 

Swanston: I h11d 11 deep i11tcrc;;I i11 

C1'<1'\l't1ph~1 and I fi: .. f<lrtf a;; <cell 1i:.. 111 

Art and Oe-;1'\11, -;o I 1u1111ted t11 try 
1111d fiud a u•1111ut1«>111/1i11 i11g al/ 11{ 
1/io.;c i11tcre:-t~ 11//o Piil'. Tile first tlii11g 
I did <c1i:.. fL1 talk f<l tli1• p11/1/i;;hi11'.'\ 
i11d1hfrl(, f/;c Sl'l'll/1•:-f (ll/l'i/lllltT t>f 
11/u~trated and 111rlo:.;r11phic product-; 
,,, I 1111dcr-ofood 111 that ti111c. I ;;t111t"k 
11p a rc/11tio11,/iip <('ifh P/11to Pre:-". 
awf ,('C 1111ifrrlctuA 11> design a11d 
1irod11cc tile fir..,/ ~L.11L' of the World 
:\tlas . 011 t1111 ot !'1111 I 111ade co11t111 I 
<c1/h uffi,'r p11/ili;;/1a:-. 1111d ;corked 111111 

t 11J11111issw11 /i,1,i;; 011 their title;;. 811 
I tJ85 S;Ta11,lcl/1 and Associate;; ilad 
gn>u•n to ~ut"il 11n c\'f1•11f that 1 could 
c1111-;ider t(m11111'\ 11111 i>i1111 p11/1/i::.l1111s 
111111/hlllt/. /had 11 series of titles that I 
had .t,·,·clopcd <l'l11ch I took to tile 
/.m11kf11rt Bc>Oh r11ir 11nd the A111cnrnn 
B110/.;..;cl/ers C1m•1'11flo111111d ~old 1b 

p11L kasc~. 
All of th1-, \\'or"- was in the field 

of Cartograph) .ind Information 
Cra phics u-,ing LhL• design cap,1bili 
lics in Derby. WhL'n Pluto Prcso.; 
ca me onto till' mclr"-et in 1988, he 
bl)Ught the title.., originally pro
duced b\· S\,·an-,tllll and r\ssoci
,1tl' .... , and no\\ ll\\'n-, the whole 
.... L'rie'i . 

I was particulMly interested in 
who had originated the d esign 
concept of Stale of the I Vorld At/11..;. 
f\lalcolm S\\',1n..,ton was quic"- to 
L'mphasi/e thL' roopL'rati\·e n,1ture 
of the \'Cnture. 

Swanston: I lie 1111tl1t1rs Cillllt' 1111 
.1·1th fairf.1111t1ccl (1111t'epts. a11d tli1·11 
n111•c/ tlflt•:: fl1r 1'.\pr1':-"ing fliest' 
t'tll/t"t'pl'. i('hit'/1 il't'rt' pa~sed to a 

dcsig11cr in I olllfon 1111d our tm111 i11 

Derby. /'n· 11/imys c111011mgcd people 
to expres..; tl1cir idm..; 11nd cn·n1011e in 
the Co111p111111 was int>itcd to critici:c 
the 111ap desisn. There il'1'r1· a lot of 
~park- t711ing. 

I laving studied the original 
State of the World Atli1:- cigain, I feel 
that two maps in partirnlar arc 
dis,1ppointing: 'The Lo nger Reach' 
comp.ired newsprint con-,umption 
with telephone usage «1 connec
tion that I do not fully accept) and 
employed ,1 \'isually di -,Lurbing 
hatch-'>ymbol o.;chenw. 'Fouling 
the l\Jest' depicted pollution using 
what appec1rcd to be c1 crayoned 
shading th,1L clas hed with the 
design o f the rest of thl' Atlas 
(Kinross de-,cribes this map as "a 
joy to encounter after laboring 
through mo-,t of the fitt\-two 
previous spreads"). 

Both had the feeling of experi
ments thilt hild nol worked, ilnd 
both were -,ubstanti,1llv re\·ised in 
the -,,econd edition. I ao.;"-ed how far 
C\.perimentation Wcl'> °'l'L'n as part 
of the design proces:-., ,i nd 
Malcolm Swilnston ,1grL'ed that 
there \V<t'> a little bit of thi 'i. 

Swanston: We il'ere looking nt 
tilings fro111 a ddfacnt pcr..;pCt'tii•e, 
and il'l'rt' w11/i11g to try 011! so111e noi•c/ 
rmys of exprcssi11g and 1111dcrsta11di11g 
the111. 111 all 11cw produch there are 
.'tllllt' parts that do n11t il'Orh .so ice//, 
/>11f .11011 hill'e to let the111 so f1r.;;f then 
sta11d l>atk and ..;cc if thc11 work or 110!. 
At the s111nc ti111c you h11t'<' lo /le m:mrc 
of s11bicctit>ity- wl1at 11•orks for so111e 
people doc~ not il'ork for olhl'r,, so you 
l1tH't' to tn111nd take that on /ioard 11;; 

reel/. We also ha;·e 11 fot 11( /ccd/1ack 
fro111 the 11111rkct- pc11p/c <l'ritc to us all 
of the f1111c-m1d Wt' /111t>t' mric111s 
/1odic;; allll i11d11.•id1111l' t'111t 11duise us. 
We 11/il'a!I' look at these il'ttcrs 1111d 
dcJC11111c11h and tr.11 to nm t to tlle111. 

I \\'cl.., interested in \\ hether the 
author:, had em·baged .i '>eries of 
atlases from the beginning, or 
w hether the success of the firs t 
had encouraged them to look at 
ne\\' ide,1 .... S\\'anston fL'lt that it 
was a bit of both. Therc \\'ilS the 

hope that there might be a series, 
but ,1lso some c,1 u tion. When the 
State ti .f tile World At/11.;; did take off 
thev felt that the\ wanted to take 
clLh antage of the -,uccess, and the 
l''itablished de-,ign concept \\'els 
rel,1 ti \'el y easy to ad,1 pt to ne\N 
t1Lks -;uch as T/1e War Atlas. 

One of the surpr i..,ing (and 
po-,;,ibly disturbing) things about 
the fir'>t ed ition of the State of the 
World Atlas was that cartogra phers 
\\'ere not in\'oh·ed in the produc
tion (although unlike Fairbilirn 1 
ha\ e doubts a-, to w hether the 
c.irtographic e-,t.ibli ..,hmcnt at that 
t ime \\'Ould ha\'e been capable of 
anything as radical c1S this). 
Swanston held tillked lo cartogra
p hers, but was ,1ware that in 
coming from cl lil''>ign background 
lw wanted a diffl'rent loo"- to till' 
one u">ually produced by cartogr,1-
phers. 

Swanston: So11rc of thc111 were pro 
1111d '01nc a11ti, /li1t I wn~ aware that 
il't' H't'rt' 11psetti11g 11 lot t'f people at the 
/1111c. /'111 gratified IH11l' that after 
se1•cml vcars the ones th11t were 111ost 
1111~('! 11ow see111 to he 111ost for us. 

Was the success of the State of 
Ille \"vor/d Atlas bec,1use of or 
despite of the lack of 'cartogrnphic' 
im oh·ement? 

Swanston: I think /7ecn11;;e 1n11 
tm111i11g ;ms to /iring 11111cssage to the 
p11/1/ic as q11ickl}r a/l(f 1is der·crl!1 as 
po . .:.,i/1/e-t/mt's rc/111/ smphic de,1gn ,~ 

all a/1011t-l ;mntcd to apply tllo,;e s11111e 
rules to 11 11111p. I t/1111k lo a degree zcc 
1ucre ,11ccessf11/, /111! lu1Ping worked 
<1•1tl1rnrtographcrs11/111o~t conti1111-
011~l}1 since, I -;e1• that il'l' did ;;01ne 
/l(li<'c 11:: ;cell a~ so111e 111no;·ati1'1' 
thi11s;;. i\71t1t l'<•c tncd to dti i;; '1ro11 
011!' the nail·ctc t1/l(I i11crcasc the 
n•ad11/1ility a11d :;opl1isfirntio11 of tile 
seric~ tl'if/10111 fo:;i11g tin' i11iti11/ 'z•cruc. 

I put to him a \'iew tha t has 
bothered me for -;ome timc-thcit 
Cartography need-. the fresh ideas 
lOm ing from gra phic designer.., for 
more than Graphic Design needs 
thL' input from cartographers. The 
-,uccess of the Pluto Press series 
-;eemed to su pport this \·iew. 
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Swanston: I m11tld hi1i•,· 11srct'd 
.r1t/1 that 111 the /1111c I il'11,. il'nrki11s ,111 
the /ir~t cdithi11, /111/ ;;i11c1• /liC11 I hii<•c 
ch1111st'd 111.ir Pini•..; Thcr,· il'cr1· ~,1n1c 
t/1111_..;.; I did11't 111111r1•1 11111' t/11·11 11-..c of 
diftt•re11t proiecfit111~ i/I/(/ --caft·.., that 
111111/111,111111pp111s the ..;11rf11t'c 11f the 
11/,1111•/ r111d 111ab11_..:: it ... ..,f,1r.1r 11,Yc:;.;1/ifc 
1111.t 1111da.;f1111da/1!t·, ... ,1 I <co11/d1i't 

11ow "1111 that it/.., co11111/dd1r '''"'· 
..;11frd. Aft1·rtitfcc11 t/Clll' i11 ll1h :-;11111c 
!'<·1· c11111e lo 11p1ircci11/c c11rt11..;mpl1_1r 
111111'1', 1111d I it•1111/d11't 111t1k1· t/1c ~t111!c 
111i.;f11/.;,·.• . If lfOll ht1i'1' lo t11kc -..idc-.. I 
d1111'J J/1111k t'ithcr /i11.; sot 1'11· .;fonr 
,·11/ird.11 r('\'11. 

The tir~I I rc11t, I I il'il' 1m•11/ i •1·d 111 
;m-.. //1e Time.., \tl,1 ... ,11 \\',1rkl 
I fi-.t,1ry. 1111d ;1•1· c1rc ic,1r/.:111s ''" th 
tlrth cdif/,11111oic fit i-. lwing con
\'L'rted to d igi t,11 form l. l 11 n'i'1.-:ills 
ii d't' c1rt' c1pp!t1i11.;: .;0111c f11ir/.11 /•r1::-ic 
mrlo.-~rnphic prn1up1£·.; ;c/11d1 il't' 

1g1111n·d 11-: gmphic de::-i:~11cr-.. Ot r1/I 
the /1oob I hm•c il'Orf.:1·d 1111 ,lhc1/ ,111,• 

dc.;,•n•1'' tire 111tl~f cutici ... 111 . /1111 

/1,•c1111..;e 11f th,• ditfrrml 't°t1fc.; 1111d 11..;c 

Of J'<'l"~/lt'Cfi1·t' ii il'll' t1ltl'cl}I' go111s lo 
h• op1·11 to attack. It il'tl~ 1111101•11/i;·c in 
1/.; d11.11 • .;o/d 11 111il/1011 t'O/'lt'' m>rld
icid,• 11//d ..;fifl ;;l'ff~ il'c/f. f>t'OJ'fc 
1rndcr:~lc111d ii 1111d t'/11011 ii, il'i1ic/1 i.; 
the point o{ ;c!tot il't' 111'<' d11i11s;. I no<c 
il'llllf ftl /lllJ'rOi 'L' if smphitt1/l}i tllld 
c11rt11g n1 ph ic11l f J' · 

f>t'oplc lik,• i11tim1111tio11/>c1ok:' , 1111d 
if fht'}I t'il/I acct•~..; f/1e i11ft'l'lll1lfit111 11111 
1i..;c·r-fric11d!t1 wny tlrc11 tl1c11 il'lll keep 
/111!1i11g t/1c111. Sab of fill' St,1lL' of the 
World Atlas in the US1\ il'Cl'l' 21,000 
fi lr t/1c fir'/ p11hfit11tw11, 1111d h11,•c bcrn 
cr,·q1i11g 11p ht 2 3(){JIJ t'<'1Tt/ ll<'llr 

~II/Ct'. T/1e i11it111/ pm1/ n111 1,1,. the 11e<l' 
<'ditio11 i.; 35,00U. a11d il't' <'\pet t 1,1 

reprint l1t'filrt' tire }/Ct1r 1~ 011/. 
S\\ ,1nston en\ i ... ,1gL's bl'mg 

in\'l1l\·ed in the ..,,1nw -.ort of \\'tirJ.. 
for the fore..,eec1bk tuturL', ,1nd 
recent L'\·ent<. in E.1 ... tern f urnpe 
and the LSSR h,n·e prm L'd ho\\' 
ephL•meral the map 1..rn bl'. I k 
taJ..L'" thi.., ,, pLlint turtlwr. .. 

Swanston: /1111'1'll'l'1•11/it1t'11/ 
fro11//t'r... dt11z't ch1111"t' r•cr1111llt 11, but 
g01·er11111,·11t' c/11111se 1111d J'Op1rl11tio11..; 
flee 11trtb~ fro11tit·r'. The /1is t"i11111sc~ 

/if.:,• tho.;c tlf t/1e fon11er U5'5/~ 11/tm.11.; 
11ttrac/ 11 /ot of 11/fC11tit111, /1111 thac i:,; a 
!tit of ~11/ 1 /i//li1111/ t'i11111se n~ il'Cll 1wd 
t/11:,; i:- rcfit'ctcd i11 tl1t' Pluto Pre;;.; 
~cric" \\'1· 1111111, h1111_..;c 1111d diff~·n·11t 

c;·al1111/H111..; c>f the c!i.111s,· to help the 
pcrcel'lit111 o/ id111t h h11pp,·11111s i11 the 
W11r/d 1111d h1111 • le> d,·11/ rl'ilh it. 

1 ooJ..ing b,11:J.. ,1t the Pluto PrL'.., ... 
seric.., ii is pL•rh,1p.., ..,urpri..,ing th,11 
tlw .+th cd ition of the Neil' State o( 
the World," 111' i ... the fir ... t to u..,c 
computl'r tcchnolog~ in it-. de..,ign 
and prud ucti< ln. The t\\'LH.i 111wn
..,ion,1 I itH1J... usL' oi a singk map 
proJL'Ct1t1n ,rnd lw,wy reli,11Ke on 
p1ct<..1ri,1l ... ymbol-. gin~ even the 
earl~ L'ditHHb a computer-pro
duced ,1ppL',u,1nce. 

Swanston: Tire f1r:-.f State of thl' 
World t\tl,i-. m1~ produced 11111111111l!t1 
-il'e drew /ht' «011-..fli11t'', ctipit•d t/1c111 
/[l til//l t1/ld t' /// 111111/1>/lt' ft)/' ((1/tJr. 

Fnl/11 t/1c ~1·c1111d edif1t111 1111/i/ 1wi1' H'e 
/111;·e done l111t'il 111rk 1111/_11 a111i pn11•idt•d 

fht• pri11fcr il'ith t"t1/c1r ::-pt'citit'11t1011~. 

The 199/ 1•dlfio11 i' the first prod11t't'd 
e11tiref.1r /1y t"o111p111t'r, 1111d it ' :,; 11 
11af11r11/. P.'c !um· /1i11/t II sfo/1111 
d11t11/111.;c ~o tlr11! il't' t'1111 d11111~c color' 
11/ t/ic t1111t·h 11f 11ke,111111ti delete. 
rcp/11,c 1111d 1111>l 't' .'11111/>(11:;. At t/1c 
llltl///t /I/ il't' 11/'l' il't>rk111s (111 ti rt'J'l'illf 
,>f till '\L'\' StalL' l)t the \\'orld :\tlas 
itlr Gt n11t111.11, .111d rec ,1rc 1ddi11s thi· 
former rt'/111/1/11" of !ht USSR. 

\VhilL' \\'L' t,1IJ..ed I \\'cl':> ':>itting 
alongsidL' thL' ~ilm (Jes':> the 
typogr,1phy) for a ]ilpanese version 
of NCH' Stale' of lire World lit/as. l 
\\'il"' shl1wn a previous Japanese 
edition which \Va-. completed 
u ... ing ,, l.irger p,ige format to 
c1CC01111110d,ilL' ll\L' typogrilphy, lo 
be addL•d l,1LL'r in Japan. The fir..,t 
edition -.old well, and they e\.ped 
big things of lhL' ne\\ edition a.., till' 
Japanese "/1cct>111c more ml'are of tire 
slo/1a/ .;i/1111tio11 t/ul/l flit'}! il't're IH 1t'11ty 
year.; ago 

Tlw -.y ... tL'm in USL' b Apple 
'.\launtosh ba:-1.•d, and mo ... t of the 
worJ.. h dmw \\1th Adobe Illu..,tra
tor 1. \1,1kolm Sw,rnston de..,cribe.., 
the soft\\',1rL' ,i.., h,n ing been 
'tweaked' to their requirements, 

but \\'on't gi,·e ,1m· morL' details! 
Output i<> \'ia a Linotwnic 10ll 
lmagesetter onto film or bromide. 

How much tinw do the\ e\.pect 
to t,1kt> compiling ,rnd producing 
an Atla::; (given that prL'\ iou-. 
thematic atlases h,l\'L' contatned 
intormation th,1t is sunwtimc-. 
YL'Ms out of date ,it the tinw of 
printing)? 

Swanston: It 0111 mn;, /111/ we nre 
ai111111s for a tm·li•c 111011/h t11r11.1ro1111d 
011111/ title:,;. At tire 11111111,•11! 1/ i• c1/1011t 

t>llCl' t'i'l'/'}I f<l'O .'ft'ilr', t1f/ho11s/1 
reprlllf.; icill i11c/11dt' "1>111t' 11pd11ti11s. 
\\'c ;m11t ft1 t1y and c11t the ti111c 111:; 
fnl/11 d11/,1 C<1llccflt>11 ft> i11te1pl'l'f:1tio11 
rllld pr111ti11g 11:' 11/llt'h ,,.., pt1s..;i/•lc, 1111d 
I <could like ftl lit· i1111 po.;1/1ti11 "'hen 
the '\cw State ot tlw World Atlas 1::. 

.;,•en a.; .;0111ctlr111s like the 
St,ite'>m<m'.., 'I earbt1oh. 111 ui.;1111/ 
for111. T Ire Ctll11p11tcr 'lf'ft'lll t1llmc.; us 
to /1e 111ore up to daft'. We c1111 keep the 
//ltlJI open to the /11:'/ /'<".;i/i/t' mo111e11t 
and i11c/11de ft1/.; of thrng,.; that 
other<ci~c H'e are 110/ cc1p11/1/e o( ,foi11g. 

Sw,1nston Publi..,hmg <..'1wisages 
... taving with Appl<..> M,icinto~h 
w..,tem~ for the imnwdialL' future. 
The\ ha\·e im·e ... tL•d ,1bout £:]l)0 000 
in the -;;,....,tcm and L'\.}X'ct to ..,pend 
,, turther £20 000 this y<..•ar intro
ducing ne\\' soft\\',HL' ,ind in~tall
ing ne\,. \\'OrJ..stations. The~ also 
ha\'1.' a person worh.ing full-t1me 
on multimedia dL'\ L'lopmenh, with 
support from their .1gent in \Jew 
York, and expect to be in the 
Compact Disc markl't wilhin 
twelve to eig hteen months. 

Swanston: \N/1111 I m>11/d likt' to 
do 1~ g,•f the fm111cil'tlrk elf the /1ook 
011t. 1111d let tire pufflitN'r /1e ilmih•cd 
tih'111~t'i<'t'::; 111a11111111!11pd11t111s. We 
11bt1 ;1•1wt to st'! i11to th1· t'd11t'af;,111al 
11111rkct zchich i-.. npcctcd It> sni:c 
nipidl!t i11 t/1c UK Oi'<T the llt'Xf fl'il' 
year.-.., 1111d <l'e mmt to look 11/ the 
i11/cmcti1•t• 1i.;pcd, 11lloH•ii1~ 11:>t"'~ to 
CtllllJltln' f<l'O tl'J't't h .;i11111/ft1/lt'Oll:;ly 
01111 fitN· like the <;fate o/ tire ~'\'1l/1d 

At/a~. \V,• are e11ft•m1s t/11:-. market 
,cith e11t/111sm~//I. /111111 Ct'r/11i11 
1111w1111t 11( il'llri11e-..:;. 

Alongsid e this the more con-
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\'L•ntional \\ ork u>ntinues. DuL' t11 
f11llm\· tlw l,1k ... t L•dition of thl' \'t'i(' 

_.;I.ill' 11f tire ~\'11r/d , \f/11..; in the l'IL'\l 
t1'0 year .... 1rL' L·omp.1nion \·olunws 
on \\orld Religion.., ,1nd \VL1rld 
I 1L>,1llh. A '>/illt' 11f Ilic LI/I/fed ~tall'." 

,., about tL1 g11 into production \\ith 
,1 projected publiL"1tion date ot 
I LJL).f 

'-i\\'anston Publi-;hing appeM-; tu 
h,n e found ih nidw in the cMto
gr.1phic mMkd. I hey now h,WL' 
L'Pntrol m·er tlw1r 1l\\'l1 work 
d1.•.,ign of tlw "L'flt'" of iltla ... e ... h.1-. 
bL'L'n tightl'11l'd up ,rnd lots tif I'll'\\' 
1dLw ... uc m th1.• pipeline. Thl'ir 
n111vc into LompulL'r based pruduc
tion \\'Ould "L'L'm to have been l.1le, 
but the,· ntl\\ h,1w full capability 
,1nd are read1 t11 n111\ e into the 
multimedia m.ukl't 1f its predKkd 
1.•\panc.ion h.1p~wn ... . 

The innm-.1ti\ L' ... tv le of the 
seril':-. ha ... h,1d ,111 impact on 
L°.Htographic Lk..,1gn despite thl' 
rL'"L'n-.1tion ... 1.•\pr1.•..,-,ed at the tinw, 
• rnd the succL'"" 11! the comp,1m 
h,1.., prnn.'li that ,1 market e,i..,h tor 
LTL',1t11·e tlwm,1tk cartograph) in 
,1tlas as 1\·ell a ... lll'I\ -;paper pubfo .. h
ing 
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announcements 

Sixth Annual Geogra phic 
Information Systems Conference 
The Department of CL•ogr,1phy and 
Em·ironnwnt,11 Planning at 
Towson State Univcr!:-.itv, ,1long 
with over I l1 profc-;-;ion,11 organi
zations, arc sponsoring the Sixtli 
A/1111111/ Gt'(11~mpilic /11f11n1111til111 
S11~tc11b Ci111frrc11cc (TSL CIS '93) 
from \\'edne::..day. !\larch 2.f 
through Saturday, March 27. 1993. 
The theme nt TSU/C IS '93 is "G lS 
AppliG1tions for the 1990!:-.." In 
addition to plenary and concurrent 
paper sc"-.sil1ns, the conlL'n•nce will 
teatun: ,111 e\h1bit area, 1ob mart, 
pre-conference c111li po-..t-confer
encc worbhops, and a meeting of 
the Milryland Geographic Informa
tion Systems Committee (MDG!S). 
For more information Lontact Dr . 
John 1\1. \!organ, III , Department 
of Geogr,1phy and I:.m·1ronmental 
Planning, Towson State Univer
sity, B,1ltimorc, 'vlaryland 2120'1-
7097, U.S.A.,(.! 10) 810-296-! (\'Oice) 
and (-!10) 830-3.+82 (FAX). 

Th e Power of M aps 
O\·er 300 historic and rnntempo
rary maps dilting from I SOO B.C. to 
the present \\·ill be on 1 ic\\' at 
Cooper-He\\'itt, ational Museum 
of Design, Smithsonian Institu tion, 
2 Eclst 91 st Street, \kw York, l\Y 
10128, from October 6, 1992, 
through \larch 7, L 991. 

Tile Po1ccr 11f .\11111~ i-; the first 
e\hibition to e\:amine the ... igniti
cancc of map-. as in ... truments of 
communication, pcrsu,1sion and 
authority. n1c Power of Map~ 
demonstrate<, illl maps- whether 
rare or familiar, old or I1l'I\, 

\ \ e..,tern or mm-\\; estcrn-cl re 
more than simply guiLh> ... to help 
you find your way. Like ,1<frertise
ments ilnd lither form.., ut graphic 
dc ... ign, map-.. e\prc-.-. p.1rticular 
1·iewpoints in support of !:-.pecific 

intL'rL"-.h. Depending un their 
function and purpo..,e, all maps 
prl'"ent informiltion ... elccti\'cly, 
... ha ping our 1·ie1\ of the world ,1nd 
our place in it. rl1t f>o;ccr of Map~ 
prl'..,ents a wide 1·,uil'l v of maps 
from around thl' wnrld, ranging 
from a l 500 B.C. cla\ tablet frum 
\11.•..,opotamia and ,1 19th-century 
'-iiou\ map, to a 6-foot diameter 
rot,1ting globe and ,1 contemporary 
..,upercomputcr map of the ozone 
hole o\'cr Antarctica. Highlight'> 
,1lsn include a I 1th-c1.•ntun world 
m,1p on ,·ell um; a I '111 map 
dtK umcnting thl' \'O\ ages of 
Culumbus to the \Jc\\' World; a 
1701 chart of EMth's magnetic 
1·.Hialions by Edmund Halley; a 
178.+ map from Capt,1in Cook's 
1 U\ age to the l\1ufiL Ocean; a 
'\ative American -..tar chart from 
th1.• Pawnee tribe; ,1 contemporary 
topographicill map of the Great 
Sphim in Egypt; ,1nd ,1 global 
"hot ... pots" map u..,ed to deYclop 
L'L'O._,\'..,tem con-.en'<1tion strategics. 

The Po-a•er ot M11p~ .1bo encour
,1gl'" ,1udience participcltion with 
inlL'r,1Cti\'e computL'r -;tations set 
up for \·isitors to work with stall' 
of-t lw-ilft geogr,1phic iniormation 
w ... tems softwarL'. It i.., accompa
niL'd by an educational program 
including lectu res, seminars, 
'' orbhops and tour..,, c1S well as 
programs designed for schools, 
teacher-.. and families. A publica
tion by co-curator Denis \Vood, 
1'/ic Pom:r of M11p~, has been 
published by rlw Guilford Press lo 
coincide \.vith the opening of the 
1.'\hibition. The illu ... trated, 256-
page, ..,oftcO\·er bool-. ..,cJls for 
SI '1.9'1. For further information on 
thL' book, contact R,1hel Crmvlcy at 
f"he Guilford Pres!:-. (212) 431-9800. 
For more information on the 
L'\hibit contact: Philippa Polskin / 
131.>h~ Ennis, Arh & Communica
ti1m.., Counselor .... (2 I 2) 593-6.fbb 
(2 12) 715-15.+0. Cwen Loeffler, 
Public Affairs, Cooper-Hewitt, 
N,1tionill ).;tuseum ot Design, 
Smith<,oniiln Jn..,titution, (212)860-
689.+. 


