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~ESSAGE FROM NACIS 
PRESIDENT 

In the F,111of1980 I attended a 
ml'eting in (,,itlinburg TennL".,..,ee. 
Al,111 MacL1chren, then at Virginia 
T erh, cal IL•d ,111d u rgL'd me to 
attl'nd. Slllce it \\'cl'-.\\ ithin L'ci...y 
d1wlllg di..,t,111ce ,ind just on the 
cdgl' of C..re,1t Smoke\ 'v1.ount,iin 
'\,,it1onal l'Mk (one of my fonirite 
p l.Kc.., for hiking), I decided to go. 
I r,111't renwmber <1n\ nf the paper.., 
th,it I heard, though 1 m '>UrL' ... ome 
mu ... t havL' been quite good, but I 
do rL'membL'r that I L•njoyed the 
atmo ... phe rL' of the conference. It 
\.\a ... intimatl', I'd guL''-.s about fifty 
pt•ople were there, and it wa ... 
t''\Litina· I ,1 1..,o remL' lllber that 1 

L'' 

never got a chance lo go hiking. 
The \Jorth American Carto­

graphic Information Societ: ''a.., 
founded a t a time \.\hen carto­
graphic information was e'\plod­
ing. The prnmi-;e of the computer, 
long talked of during the 1%()'.., 
and 1970'..,, \\'cl<; being reali/L'd as 
the 1980'" l·wgan . l hi ... exp lo ... ion 
ha.., both continued and acCl'ler­
atl'd and '\J/\ClS ha.., grown with 
it, expanding not onl~ cl'-. nwa..,ured 
bv the nu111lwr of lllL'mber.., but 
al ... o in thl' -;trength of its oulrL'clCh. 
Tlw birth l)t Cartogmpliic Per-pee-


