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material, make for competitive car­
tographic work. The accuracy of the 
map declines as information accu­
mulates or over-simplification en­
sues in keeping with customer de­
mands or business concerns. 
Andre·vs contends that "maps be­
come as correct as paper and ink 
will allow, or for that matter, as the 
users desire." He tells of the scale 
issue in which ' improvement lies 
henceforth in selectiveness rather 
than completeness.' The simple 
problem of placing all that needs to 
be mapped v·.:ith the constraint of a 
single sheet of paper made for 
some difficult decisions. 

vVithin the time-span of t\vo and 
a half centuries, Andrews cites the 
key-map concept as integral to the 
appreciation of Irish map history. 
As time progresses, the key-map 
concept 'the evolutionary flow (of 
information) may divide instead of 
converging, and one powerful fam­
ily may be challenged by another 
nf the same generation. The solu­
tion is then to treat both contend­
ers as key maps.' This solution 
definite]~' has a limit, that the 
unique distinction of ke~' map not 
be "videly applied and carto­
graphic history become redundant. 
The mapping of I re land now is at 
the behest of the computer. Geo­
graphical information systems 
have made the change of scale and 
point CO\'eragc a matter of math­
ematical adjustment. Map history 
of Ireland is stil l in the making, as 
is the mapping of this green and 
beautiful land. 

In conclusion, J. H. Andrews has 
compiled and written a compre­
hensive account of the mapping 
history of lrcland. lt is also a s tory 
of colonization and conquest of a 
country by an imperial pmver. This 
is a \\'Orld -widc tale in historv. The 
story has more than one endi-ng. 
There could be other characters. 
The issues of the history of cartog­
raphy are relevant to other places 
and times. Andrews has shmvn the 
relevance of cartography to history 
and place and the people who 

make the maps. Those who inhabit 
this land may have less interest in 
the story. The conquered not only 
have less voice, but perhaps less 
interest in the conquered land, as 
they struggle for their daily needs. 
Remembering it was for militarism 
and tourism, following the Irish 
famine th at maps reached a zenith 
of popularity. The cartographic 
history here is seemingly as com­
plete as it could be, short of a won­
derful discovery that would fill in 
some early gaps. It probably 
would be Andrews himself who 
wou ld be the scholarly discoverer 
of such missing links in the map 
history of Ireland. I wish him well, 
that he never completely closes the 
book on his resea rch in this most 
interesting area. 
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This basic reference book provides 
limited descriptive statistical data 
for each county in the Un ited 
States. The counties are arranged 
alphabetically by chapters for each 
sta te, making the book very easy to 
use. Each state chapter is pro­
ceeded by a Bureau of the Census 
base map showing the boundaries 
and names for each of the counties 
in that state. Basic contact informa­
tion for state officials (telephone 
and fax numbers, and Internet ad­
dresses) are then provided. Con­
tact information is also given for 
each county and includes the 
county seat mailing address, tele­
phone and fax numbers, and 
Internet address when available. 

The descriptive statistical data 
provided for each county includes 
both 1990 and 1995 popula tion, 
population density (1995), and 
land and water area in square 
miles. Brief descriptions of the 
county's location and name origin 
are also given. 

The book has limited utili ty 
s ince all of this information it con­
tains can be found in other sources. 
The 1990 population, population 
density, land and water area in 
square miles, and the brief descrip­
tions of the county's location and 
name origin is the same as what 
cc'.ln be found in Americnn Places 
Dictionary (Omnigraphics, Inc., 
1994). The 1996 County and City 
Extra: Annual Yletro, City and 
County Data Book (Beman Press, 
1996) i-s a much more comprehen­
sive source for statistical data. 
Carroll's Ylunicipal I County Direc­
tory: 1996 Annual (Ca rroll Publish­
ing, 1996) has much more compre­
hensive contact information at the 
county level. Simi larly, Carroll's 
State Directory: 1997 Library Edi­
tion (Carroll Publish ing, 1997) pro­
\'ides more comprehensive contact 
information at the s tate level. 

The most disturbing thing about 
Counties USA 1997 is the large 
numbe r of e rrors evident in the 
land in square miles data. A pos­
sible printing or data entry prob­
lem caused all counties with land 
or v.:ater areas of four or more dig­
its to be incorrect. For example, the 
land area for Bay field County, Wis­
consin is listed as 1 square mile! In 
rea lity it is 1,-176 square miles. This 
problem results in an unacceptable 
numbe r of errors of fact though-
ou t the book. In western sta tes 
such as VVyoming, where all coun­
ties have land areas greater than 
1,000 square miles, the number 
listed for the area in square miles is 
always wrong. Because all of the 
information in Counties USA 1997 
is found in other sources and the 
many obvious errors, it is difficult 
to recommend its purchase to any 
individual or institution. 


