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Tall buildings are major feats of engineering, showing off to the world the industriousness, economic might, and technical 
prowess of the people who built them. As such, competitiveness and a desire for prestige have been major factors driving 
their construction. Medieval cities competed for the largest and tallest churches to glorify God and themselves. Early in the 
Cold War, Stalin ordered the construction of some of the tallest buildings Europe had ever seen in order to avoid 
embarassment at how Moskva’s skyline compared to that of capitalist cities. More recently, the growing wealth of Turkey 
and Russia has led to a spate of new highrises which demonstrate their increasing economic clout. Building higher 
continues to be a way for one group of people—a city, a state, a corporation—to show off to others. 

This map shows the location of each of the one hundred eighteen buildings that, at some point between 1875 and the 
end of 2007, were ranked among the thirty tallest in Europe.
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Data were compiled October 2008, from Skyscraperpage.com.
A list of the thirty tallest buildings in Europe was created for each year, and 
included buildings completed during that year. Due to ties for thirtieth place, 
the list sometimes contained more than thirty buildings. For ranking purposes, 
building heights exclude antennae, but include spires. 

Rising Skyline
The Tallest Buildings in Europe, 1875–2007
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Each city is represented by a clock, which runs from 1875 to 2008. Tick marks are 
placed every twenty years.

The area of the clock is in proportion to the number of buildings in this city which, at 
some point between 1875 and 2007, were among the thirty tallest in Europe. This 
number is also written inside the clock.

Example: Madrid has had four buildings which have been among the thirty tallest in 
Europe at some point between 1875 and 2007. The first was a hotel, which was 
ranked from 1953 to 1961. The second was a mixed use building, from 1957 to 1980. 
The third was an office building ranked from 1988 to 1999. The fourth was an office 
building, ranked in 2007 and still among the thirty tallest in Europe as of year’s end.
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On the rim of the clock are tracks indicating when each building in this city was 
ranked among the thirty tallest. Each track is color-coded by building type, accord-
ing to the following scheme:
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A Swinging Pendulum
These points indicate the average, or center point, of the locations of the thirty tallest 
buildings in Europe during certain years. Note that center moved little between 1875 
and 1951, dominated by the great cathedrals in the west and center of the continent. 
However, major construction projects in Moskva and Warszawa forced the center to 
shift 500km to the northeast by 1955. A skyscraper boom in Paris and Frankfurt am 
Main brought the center point back west in the 1970s, where it remained through the 
1990s. However, new buildings at the edge of Europe, in Moskva and Istanbul, have 
caused the pendulum to once again swing east at the turn of the 21st century.

A Mix of Building Types
Whereas the tallest structures in western centers like London and Paris 
are most frequently office buildings, the Russian capital’s skyline has a 
broader mix of types. Half of Moskva’s entrants to the list of the thirty 
tallest buildings in Europe are residential towers, and the city also 
houses both Europe’s tallest hotel (the 198m Hotel Ukraina) and the 
world’s tallest educational building (the main building of Moskva 
State University, at 240m). Both were completed in the mid-1950s, as 
part of a major construction program that resulted in seven massive 
Stalinist skyscrapers, and gave Moskva the lion’s share of the tallest 
buildings in Europe for the next two decades.

Religious Structures
The great cathedrals and churches of Catholic and Protestant Europe were 
the tallest buildings on the continent for centuries. However, the boom in 
highrise construction in the second half of the 20th century caused them to 
rapidly fall from prominence. In 1950, twenty-seven of the thirty tallest 
buildings in Europe were religious structures. By 2000, only the 162m Ulmer 
Münster, in Ulm, Germany, remained. It was knocked off of the list in 2001.

Postwar Concentration
In 1875 the thirty tallest buildings in Europe 
were scattered across as many cities, and 
the situation changed little until the 
mid-1950s, with no one particular city 
dominant. However, following the Second 
World War, an economic and population 
boom in major European cities led to a 
period of highrise construction concen-
trated in a few centers: Frankfurt am 
Main, London, Moskva, and Paris. By 2007, 
these four cities held twenty-two of the 
thirty tallest buildings in Europe.

Few and Far Between
Very few cities in eastern Europe have featured any of the continent's tallest 
buildings. While great cathedrals were being constructed in west and central 
Europe, Eastern Orthodox religious architecture did not generally reach the 
same heights as its Catholic and Protestant counterparts. The iconic St. Basil's 
in Moskva, for example, stands only 57m. Following the Second World War and 
the establishment of the Soviet-dominated Eastern Bloc, eastern Europe's 
highest buildings were generally built in Moskva, concentration of the region's 
wealth and power, and the primate city of European communism.
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Rising Skyline - The Tallest Buildings in Europe, 1875–2007
Tall buildings are major feats of engineering, showing off to the world the 
industriousness, economic might, and technical prowess of the people who built 
them. As such, competitiveness and a desire for prestige have been major factors 
driving their construction. Medieval cities competed for the largest and tallest 
churches to glorify God and themselves. Early in the Cold War, Stalin ordered 
the construction of some of the tallest buildings Europe had ever seen in order to 
avoid embarassment at how Moskva’s skyline compared to that of capitalist cities. 
More recently, the growing wealth of Turkey and Russia has led to a spate of new 
highrises which demonstrate their increasing economic clout. Building higher 
continues to be a way for one group of people—a city, a state, a corporation—to 
show off to others. This map shows the location of each of the one hundred 
eighteen buildings that, at some point between 1875 and the end of 2007, were 
ranked among the thirty tallest in Europe.
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