with, and differentiates between, species distribution,
range, and zone maps for species and vegetation.

Chapter Twenty-One, focused on interpreting the human
landscape, provides an overview of human factors that
influence the urban and rural landscapes in terms of set-
tlements and land use/land cover, and then delves into
the various means of viewing the sundry components
of mapped demographics. The twenty-second, and last,
chapter involves maps and reality, and opens with a cau-
tion against “putting too much faith in maps, of not re-
alizing their limitations, and of forgetting to look beyond
the symbols of the map to the real world beyond” (553).
Numerous warnings like this, along with related state-
ments largely drawn from works of fiction, make this a
memorable essay. Recognition of the fact that maps have
to lie, at minimum through cartographic generalization
and abstraction, should remind the reader of the danger
of treating maps as reality instead of as a cartographic in-
terpretation of a selected portion of reality is a critical re-
minder for all. While this 12-page chapter is the shortest
in the book, it is possibly the most important.

Two appendices, a glossary, and an index complete this
book. The appendices include brief discussions of digi-
tal cartographic raster and vector databases from mainly
US sources, some tables of measurement unit conversions
(including length variations for a degree of latitude and
longitude), coordinates for 50 US cities, and prime me-
ridians used historically on some foreign maps (in DMS
from Greenwich). The final 72 pages hold the glossary and

index.

Overall, Map Use accomplishes is goals, despite my few
quibbles. A review of the 6™ Edition by Julia Siemer (2011)
criticized that book’s loss of the section on cartographic
communication theory that had been present in earlier
editions. Her hope that it would reappear in a future edi-
tion remains unfulfilled. Siemer also criticized the lack of
international content; a shortcoming that too has yet to be
tully addressed. In closing, I would suggest that given that
this edition of Map Use is also available as an e-book (for
only $79.99: a $20 savings over the paper), it may seem
likely that the digital version will be the primary form for
future releases. That format will permit clickable links
to high resolution maps, animations, and interactivity to
provide a greater learning experience, and avoid the short-
comings I have pointed out in this review.
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From their earliest days, the ideological masters of the
Third Reich viewed cartography and spatial politics
as tools for conquest. Not since the Roman Empire has
geopolitics seen such grand, imperial, unbridled ambi-
tion dominate the world order. Hitler’s Geographies: The
Spatialities of the Third Reich is a well planned, meticu-
lously executed work that examines the Nazi mapping
enterprise through a new level of interdisciplinary rigor.
To this end, the editors, Paolo Giaccaria (Political &
Economic Geography Professor at the University of Turin
in Italy) and Claudio Minca (Cultural Geography Head
Professor at Wageningen University in the Netherlands),
have brought together the work of scholars from Canada,
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Germany, Italy, New Zealand, the Netherlands, Sweden,
and the United States into a scant 378 well-written pages.
These contributors provide a broad, academic examination
of the way geopolitical and geo-economical concepts were
employed as justification for Hitler’s Nazi ideology of ex-
pansion and genocide.

'The volume itself is well produced, like many monographs
designed by the University of Chicago Press, with cream
pages and black cloth boards. The dust jacket is bright red,
with a pair of maps bearing the captions Verkehrsbelastung
(traffic), and Verkehrsbelastung durch Eigenverkehr in den
Stadtteilen (traffic within local city districts). There are few
illustrations, all in black and white, and although no list
of illustrations is included, the standard table of contents,
index, and in-depth notes, plus three pages of contributor
biographies (in very small type) are present.

'The geographies of Nazism are presented as a patchwork
quilt in the making. Germany was, at the time Hitler
came to power, still a young country learning about its
place in the broader world. This book focuses on the zeiz-
geist fostered and manipulated by this enigmatic leader
who, it seemed to many at the time, managed to restore
hope through an idealized sense of new purpose.

'The body of the text is divided into an introduction sec-
tion and two parts, each of which is further divided into
two sections. The book holds, in all, seventeen chapters
from various scholars. The first part of the book consoli-
dates previously-published research from geographers and
Holocaust studies experts who have considered what the
editors term “streams of reflection” (4) related to Hitler’s
geographies and the spatial theories of Nazism. Entitled
“Third Reich Geographies,” this first section is composed
of reprinted works in eight chapters. Citations for chap-
ters previously published elsewhere are included in the
Cataloging in Publication data.

The second part, “Geographies of the Third Reich,” is
composed of seven chapters theorizing that the geopolit-
ical aim of the “Nazi Project” is to intertwine Lebensraum
(living space) with Weltanschauung (worldview): essential-
ly, that Germany must expand to allow Germans to be
German.

Reading through this book, one encounters and explores
the varied geographies used by the Third Reich to justify

exterminating people. Each of these rationales—economic,

social, cultural, linguistic, philosophical, scientific, histor-
ical, mathematical, rational, and even moral—is uncov-
ered, examined, and dissected in this remarkable book.
'The contributors scrutinize Hitler’s strategies and miscal-
culations bit by bit and thoroughly demonstrate the cold,
brutal inhumanity of his unchecked, absolute power.

In the volume’s introduction, “Spatial Cultural Histories
of Hitlerism,” the reader learns about the biopolitical (ra-
cialist/culturalist/nationalist) powers used by Hitler for
spatial conquest and for exclusion. In particular, Chapter
Two, “Holocaust Spaces,” by Dan Stone, demonstrates
the Nazi vision of the world as a sequence of spatial states
wherein the Third Reich would spread their new world
order:

... killing Jews followed from the Nazi belief
that Aryan prosperity required the elimination
of the threat posed by the “international Jew”
who therefore had to be removed in order that
the Germans could have living space — “living
space” understood now not as physical territo-
ry but as the possibility of cultural activity (in
the sense that we commonly talk of “breathing

space”). (47-48)

The concept of “place” goes beyond identity and national-
ity, requiring an ideology that ties in spatialities and the
“spaces of exception” (27). This introduction sets the geo-

graphical, cultural, and historical structure for the rest of
the book.

“Biopolitics, Geopolitics, and Lebensraum” is the first
section in Part I, and offers four chapters examining how
Germans viewed their place in the world. Progressing
from the idea of colonialism to that of global conquest,
these chapters explore the ideas of space and place as the
scholars dissect, through the lens of modern-day spatiali-
ty, the socioeconomic rationales evoked in the rebuilding
of Germany.

The second section of Part I is entitled “Spatial Planning
and Geography in the Third Reich” and it focuses on the
dynamics of politics and spatial order, beginning with an
examination of Heidegger’s writings related to calculation
and machination. In this section, the intersection of spa-
tial-geographical ideas of a central Germany and ques-
tions of National Socialist ideology are considered. For ex-
ample, were these geopolitics based more on Lebensraum,



or did the “central place theory” of geographers Walter
Christaller and August Losch more deeply influence the
“Nazi Project” Questions related to German identity and
the myth of individuality are also examined in this section.

Section 3 kicks off Part 2 with the thought-provoking
topic: “Spatialities of the Holocaust.” The editors them-
selves wrote the opening section chapter, examining Nazi
genocide through a biopolitical lens. In this powerful-
ly crafted chapter they piece together the “Nazi Project”
from its inception and growth to its ultimate failure:

What the ideologues of the Nazi Eden over-
looked was that their envisaged radical sep-
aration between sefva and citta was pure (and
poor) academic fiction. There is no Paradise on
Earth; the human-in-us and animal-in-us are

always co-implicated, with no “rest.” (262—-63)

'The rest of this section examines the consequences of these
Nazi spatialities, with issues ranging from the deliberate
creation of new urban ghettos, through “spaces of engage-
ment and geographies of obligation” (282), to how scholars
of today connect with these places.

The final section, “Microgeographies of Memory,
Witnessing, and Representation” has three chapters, all
of which reflect on the future while looking back to the

past. The authors ponder the deep significance and cultur-
al geographies related to the silent cities left by the Third
Reich. The questions examined and discussed are substan-
tial. 'The last part of the book asks the readers to consider
space and the bio-eco-politics of spatial theory. The clos-
ing chapter contemplates the ways monuments such as the
rebuilt World Trade Center, the Vietnam Memorial, and
the Holocaust Centers transcend their spaces to memo-
rialize and commemorate in the aftermath of significant
tragedies; effectively reconstructing a cultural geography
of the past. “A relevant aspect of mobilities research relates
to emotional embodiments of space and place... Likewise,
place must be fe/f to make sense.” (341)

This book is not for the casual, or the typical undergrad-
uate, reader. For example, although there are recurrent
references to the “Nazi Project” in several chapters, there
is no explanation for the non-specialist of exactly what
aspects of the National Socialist program are included in
this “project.” Instead, this book is written for those people
who want or need to reach a deep understanding of how
geopolitics was used as a weapon in an attempt to build a
single, absolute, global power. If you fall into that category
of reader, then, as mentioned earlier, Hitler’s Geographies:
The Spatialities of the Third Reich is a well-planned, metic-
ulously executed work that should be considered required
reading.
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Ralph Frerichs’s Deadly River is, in no small part, an ob-
ject lesson on the manner in which maps make sense of
chaos in the midst of complex world events. A retired pro-
tessor of epidemiology and public health, Frerichs’s focus,
and indeed his passion, lies with the microbial world and
its periodic attacks on humankind.

Deadly River is the story of the worst cholera epidemic in
recent history. It began in 2010 near Mirebalais in Haiti’s
interior, soon after the island was devastated by a magni-
tude 7.0 earthquake. That earthquake killed an estimated
300,000 people and left an estimated 3 million citizens,
most of them desperately poor, without clean water, de-
cent shelter, or food. By 2016, the epidemic had killed at
least 10,000 Haitians and sickened an estimated 800,000

more who eventually recovered.

Frerichs’s book is, at its simplest level, the story of how
epidemiologists and public health ofhicials struggled to un-
derstand and then combat the killer epidemic. It is sec-
ondarily a tale of obfuscation and a possible cover-up at-
tempt by United Nations and World Health Organization
officials who did not want to admit that the source of the



